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the protection of unionists, whether white or black.
You will not secure the new allies who are essential
to the national cause." A leader of the second
rank was his colleague Henry Wilson, who was
also actuated by a desire for the negro's welfare
and for the perpetuation of the Republican party,
which he said contained in its ranks "more of
moral and intellectual worth than was ever em-
bodied in any political organization in any land
. . . created by no man or set of men but brought
into being by Almighty God himself . . . and en-
dowed by the Creator with all political power and
every office under Heaven." Shellabarger of Ohio
was another important figure among the radicals.
The following extract from one of his speeches
gives an indication of his character and tempera-
ment: "They [the Confederates] framed iniquity
and universal murder into law. . . . Their pirates
burned your unarmed commerce upon every sea.
They carved the bones of the dead heroes into or-
naments, and drank from goblets made out of their
skulls. They poisoned your fountains, put mines
under your soldiers' prisons; organized bands
whose leaders were concealed in your homes; and
commissions ordered the torch and yellow fever to
be carried to your cities and to your women and